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The Birmingham Science Fiction Group has its formal meeting
on the third Friday of each month in tha I Hotel in
Temple street, Birmingham city centre, e is als
informal meeting on the first Tuesday of sach month at the
Genaral Wolfe pub, on the corner of Aston road and Holt
SEreet [near Aston university and the ill-fated Science
Park). New members are always welcome. Membership rates
are §£1.50 per person, or £5.50 for two people at the sams
sddress. The tressurer is to be snnounced.

FRIDAY 20 JANUARY, 7:45 pm.
AMWUAL CENERAL MEETING

There is no entrance charge this month. Visitoers are
welcome but only members myy vote in the election, So
far only a very few people have expressed interest in the
committee positions [perhaps the rest of you are thinking
it over?), They are:

Chairman: Peter Weston

Wewsletter editor: Eunice Pearson

Secretary: Phill Probert

Treasurer: Graha 18

1f anyone silse is interested in these posts, or is interested
in publicity of ficer or the two special posts ocreated last
year, then please snsure that you have a proposer and a
sconder to nominate you at the AGM,

After the AGM an suction will take place. Pleass do
bring along you books, ete.

1t has nun aid that apa-B is rapidly declining. Are
wa? Answers on 11 fanzine plesse, to Cathryn Easthope.
And if you don't Inw what an apa ia, then ask!

Both Margaret Thorpe and Chris Suslowicz are retiring
from the committes. They have both been very valuable
manbars and will be sadly missed. Margarst is leaving for
a vary good reason -- the Thorpe household is to have an




addition (and its not s catl. Hs/Mr Thorps junior is
expected sometime in june.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ITALIAN CORRESPONDENT) GRAHAM POOLE.

*1 apologise for not being present tonight but when
we booksd our winter holiday a few months ago, naither Jan
nor 1 realised it clashed with the Brums Group AGN., Pete
wWeston hag therefore ssked me to write s few lines on why
I'm standing for treasurer,

But first & little background history for those of

who don't know me too well. I‘ve been an sf fan for
sixteen years, attended my [irst convention im 1970,
attended the first nine in
America and Belgium, bocame Company Secretary of the British
ar_-um:. Fiction Association for a year or two and published

or two fanzines. 1In 1979 I dropped out of science
hr.-: ion fandom until the summer of this year when Jan and I
moved to Birmingham.

Birmingham, the home of the biggest and best sf group
in the country, or so they #ay. HNaturally I had to see if
this was true and find oot what the group was like. Jan
and 1 certainly liked what we saw and we socon settled into
regular attendence.

tne thing, however, slightly puzzled me initially.
Pete Weston showed grest enthusissm in seeing me ba
fandom. Why? Then one day came the awful truth. "Gray,

re a gqualified accountant, aren't you?" “Who's been
{‘:lling' replied 1, suddenly reslising what was coming next
“We've got an AGM coming up next yssr and we'rs looking for
a treasurer" Pete continued, *I think you'd do a first rate
job. We need young fannish people on the committes.= Pete
knows how to flatter and parsusds.

Having sown the seeds I thought about it.......or rather
1 chacked with Jan to see if it was OK and since sh
pastering me for days to write this, I reckon it must mean
its OK. I have the qualifications to do the job [being
suitably certified in 1975:) and the enthusiassm to do the
job,

See you sll in febuary.”

~-GRAHAM POOLE.




News~

Mew English Libeary will possible be reilasuing "Dunet by
Frank Herbert, with Sting ¢ ver to tis-in with the
film, due to be relessed th

A collsction of PHILIF K. GICK's atories has been bought by
Doubleday Books, 1t ia entitled 1 n-¥_[_ Shall Arcive Soon
and includes one wnp =d mtory and @ Bpesch Mr Dick
on the art of writing as well an other previously
published but unc llecte .

BBC are to make & 39-part
is hased on John Chriftop
Beyond The Uukn‘nl La
Frince In Walting.,

MARY RENAULT has died at the ag
historical poveln been
writing, particularly with her interpr
of Thenssus.

0( The §g_“ its and

Her superh
lusnce on fantasy
tion the legende

-y

LEONARD WIBBEALY. asuthc hilariow and Ferwick®
novels died in novembs famous novel, The Mouse

ch starred Peter Sellars.

That Kosted was made 1
unpublished, as yet.

He 1eft several books




(/x-; 1 am alected
i; chairman of the

BSFG, My first

! task would be t
E increase the
memberahip fee
to include —g
one tin of

The

BSFG

Election
Special

Once mlected as

o b, vicechairman, T

Which party do 1
telong to 7

The Legindesir
Farty

i

Vots for Zoltan
Sniff out a good
deal.

Vote for ZOLTAN
for the chairmsn




Andromeda Top ten

ndo Calrissjan: Mind farp Of Shary by Brian Daley.
i‘ﬁtun?ﬁu‘ﬂen: ine, £1.50]
Lando Calrissia
TFutura/Ballent
Amtrak Wars li Cloud Warrjor by Patrick Tilly. (Sphere,

#£1.95)

Star Trek Shoct Stordes by william Rotsler. (Arrow, £1.25)
Dr Who: The Five Poctors by Terance Dicks, (Target £1.50)
Runping Man by Richasrd Bschman. (NEL. £1.7%)
Flosting Oragon by F. Straub, (Fontana, £2.50)
Ceres Solutjon by Bob Shaw, (Granads £1.50]

Pawn OF Prophecy by David Eddings. (Corgs, £1.75) &
E\Im of The Tortursr by Oens Wolfe. (Arrow, £1,95)

amg Wind Of Ossow by Brian Daley.
e, £1.84G)

This list was compiled by Andromeds Bookshop at B4 Suffolk
strost, Birmingham Bl ITA, telephone D21-643-1999,




ECLIFSING BINARIES by E.E. 'Doc’ Smith with Stephen Goldin,
Granads £1.50, 192 pp.

Chapter eight. The story so far. For the last seven
chapters of this Empire-sgaingt-the-rebsls space opara,
(this tims the Empire are the goodies) we have seen how the
rebels have attacked the capitalist-running-deg-empire,
enly to be ved at the last minute by diminutive heroes
from SOTE. (Service Of The Empire.) 1In this chapter, the
mystesious head of the rebels, Lady A, plans to discredit
one of tho Empire's most respected leaders, Grand Duke
Zander von Wilmenhorst. He 18 also the secret head of
BOTE, no less. is alsc out to discredit twe of SOTE's
best agents. The two midgets kesp getting in her way at
every attempt to taks over the Empire. Sha almost succasds
in thiz attempt but agein she is folled, as te be expscted
when you are up ageinst such good guys, This bock is for
people wha like their scisnce Fiction lightwaight. &

#ort of Star Wars maga for the literste, even down to the
mini Deathetar. An sction-packed bock full of daring
deeds, it will nevar impress some of the more rigid
teaders of science fickion, Yat it will be the starting
ground for some of the new readers since it has a lot of
the gualities that the unexperienced know about science
fiction literature; L spaee amrs. robots, gadgetry and
imposaible odds. Even including s meaningless chris
cover just o make sure we know what we are roading. The
only problem with this book, and the serjes as a whole im
that EE Doc Smith died in 1966 and only reslly wrote the
first story and scripted in outline the rest of this ten-
part epic. Yet {f you are ing some lightweight adventure
in your reading, then try this series oat.

THE STEPS OF THE SUN by Walter Tevis, CGollance £7.95, 281 pp.
Borad, impotent multi-millionsire Ben Baimon takes of §
to the sters to solve his own mid-1ife crisis, aleo to find
‘esfe uranium', Walter Tevis paints a detailed picture of
a world eighty years hence with little power, yet in this
novel the character of Ben Belson fails to focus. Would
Belson really have gone to the stars if hi®= own problems
had not coincided with that of a search for #afe uranium?
And with thst power, a chance at restoring his beloved Mew
York city to full glory. Yet the question is, would it be
mirally right to have a surplus of power recreating the evil
days of our pr nt? Walson has no qualms about changing
the world. He would rather upset the balance of life in
mearch of his own gratification. In the end, Beleon's dream
im fulfilled. And you can almost see all the years that
Amarics suffered without powar go ‘out the window' am the
lights go back on. This is an interesting novel, yat not up
;:.ltL;" same standard of Mockingbird or Thy Man Who Fell

Both books reviewsd by FHILL PROBERT.




The news this month came from Locus and the artists
ars Phill Probert, Matt Brooker and John Dell. 1 am
Funice Fesrson and 1 live st 32 Diuby House, Collstts
Grove, Kingshurst, Birmingham B37 &JE
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